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Is roused from Its lethargy by an unexpected calamity, and brings vividly before him divers aspects of one sin after another, or of that one sin which haunts him like a ghost, and a hell is created before the time, and he feels as if torn by furies gnawing at his vitals.
SECTION VIII.
CONFLICTING  APPETENCES.
We have just seen that the motives may join their streams and give great impetus and momentum to the action. In other cases they cross each other, and this In all sorts of ways. Sometimes they directly oppose and thus arrest each other. Sometimes they clash, and produce distractions. So the issue may be Inaction, or it may be a compromise, or it may be a terrible fight.
Passions may contend in two ways. First there may be the operation at one and the same time of two inconsistent propensities : there may be, on the one hand, ambition or a love of money prompting to action, and on the other a love of ease and of immediate pleasure, inclining to repose; or there may be a sense of duty resisting a desire to please or a lust for sensual gratification. Were the two equally balanced, they might counteract each other, and inaction be the statical result.1 We see this in so many who would like to gain a certain end but are hindered by a fear of difficulties or by conscience, and who have to content themselves with doing nothing, except perhaps cherishing suHoliness, or who become distracted by reason of the striving of winds
1 "Did you ever see a blacksmith shoe a restless horse? If you have, you have seen him take a small cord and tie the upper lip. Ask him what he does it for, he will tell you it gives the beast something to think about." Wendell Phillips's Speeches and Lectures.